Speaking Volumes
It is a partnership venture involving all the library authorities in the region, all 15. Just under two years ago we got money from the Arts Council and from YMLAC to develop reading for visually impaired readers.  There are a number of strands, the most high focus being our web site, for which we won a JODI award in April.

At the heart of the project is the sharing of sets of talking book titles.  We have had two purchase rounds and now store about 40 titles at Wakefield.  Their are eight copies in each set.  Some titles have been bought in the abridged and unabridged format to suit the needs of group members.  For instance the Da Vinci code is popular but both formats can be in use in the same group.  If extra copies are needed authorities usually source from their own stocks. 

Titles are selected by the groups, and we have a good mix of fiction, and some non-fiction.  We haven't been going long enough to think about what happens when they're finished with! I would imagine they'll be shared between us if still OK.  All 15 authorities contribute to the shared pot, even if they don't yet have active groups.  Some have one or two VIPs in sighted groups, and we have sent one or two copies of a titles out in these cases.

The publishers have supported us with enhanced discounts. 

Speaking Volumes is led by Wakefield.

